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Introduction

This course offers an exploration of Medieval English literature by focusing on diverse literary traditions from the Anglo-Saxon period through the late Middle Ages and into the early modern period with Cervantes’ Don Quixote. Covering heroic epics, dream visions, allegorical poetry, romances, and morality plays, this course provides students with an understanding of the central themes, historical contexts, and literary techniques that shaped medieval writing.

Key texts such as Beowulf, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, The Canterbury Tales, and Piers Plowman will be studied alongside less famous but significant works like Pearl and The Cuckoo and the Nightingale. Through these texts, students will engage with medieval worldviews on heroism, chivalry, morality, religion, and societal roles. The course will also include Cervantes' Don Quixote to explore the transition from medieval ideals to the early modern critique of chivalric literature.

Course Objectives
 This course aims to; 

*give students a broad overview of important medieval English and Spanish works, genres, and authors to understand the wider European context.
*focus on major themes like heroism, chivalry, morality, religion, and social structure, and how they reflect medieval society.

*help students analyze medieval texts, focusing on literary techniques, symbolism, and narrative structures.

*provide insight into the historical and cultural factors shaping medieval literature, such as the Church's influence, feudalism, and language changes.

*teach students to compare different texts and periods, such as contrasting Don Quixote with earlier romances.

*promote students to conduct independent research and write strong, thesis-driven essays on medieval literature.
Course Outline
Week 1: Syllabus Intro.

Week 2-3:  Introduction to the early Medieval period and its literature: society, the heroic ideal, the church, historical events: The period up to the Norman conquest
Week 4: The Heroic Ideals in Early Medieval Literature in Beowulf
Week 4: Beowulf continued.
Week 5: Alliterative Revival and Christian Allegory: William Langland, Piers Plowman (Prologue & Passus I-IV)
Week 6:   Arthurian Romance and Chivalry: Gawain Poet, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Week 7: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight continued.

Week 8: Pearl and the Dream Vision Tradition
Week 9: Mid-term exam
Week 10: Chaucer, frame tale narrative and The General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales
Week 11: The Canterbury Tales (“The Wife of Bath’s Tale”)

Week 12: Debate Poetry, The Cuckoo and the Nightingale by John Clanvowe
Week 13:  Morality Plays and Allegory in Everyman
Week 14: Cervantes’s Don Quixote, mockery of medieval romance, and the rise of the novel genre
Main Coursebook: 

Greenblatt, Stephen, and M. H. Abrams. 2006. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Volume 1. 8th ed. New York: W.W. Norton.

Grading policy

	Mid-Term Exam
	40 %

	Assignments (Mini paper/ group project)
	 %25 of Final Exam

	Final Exam
	60 %


Requirements
Students are expected not only to come to classes regularly and on time with their necessary documents but also to read beforehand the relevant documents, since this course will be partly in a form of classroom discussions after some weeks. The instruction language is English, and the use of any other languages shall not be allowed. No assigned works such as class activity, homework, term work and so on will be accepted after the stated deadline.

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the act of stealing somebody’s work or idea and then of trying to pass it off as original. This is an offence and crime requiring the punishment not only across the world but also at KBU. If the student takes or summarizes someone’s written works or ideas, s/he must give the full citation in her/his assignment. 

Attendance policy:

Absence from lectures and tutorials shall not exceed 30%. Students who exceed the limits without excuse acceptable to and approved by the Dean of the relevant faculty shall not be allowed to take the final examination and shall receive a mark of zero for the course.
